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‘Israel-Hamas War (2023) ~ Sudan War (2023)

(In the News: 2023—present)

Week of highest news coverage: October 9-15, 2023
Number of news articles week before: 110

Number of news articles that week: 1,000

Number of news articles during peak month coverage: 3,180

On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched a surprise attack on Israel, ki

ling nearly 1,200 pe

dia Storm? YES

ople and taking 251

hostages. Israel responded with intense retaliation, including airstrikes on Gaza. As of 2025, nearly 70,000

people have been killed in the war according to the Gaza Health Mi
two-thirds of the buildings have been destroyed. Israel has also cut

nistry and Israeli Min
off water, food, fuel,

exacerbating a severe humanitarian crisis. There has been massive internal displaceme
neighboring Lebanon, and escalated ghting with Hezbollah, despite humerous failed intervention attempts to

end the violence.
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HIGH sexual violence, home invasions, and an attack on &

tions amplifying the emotional toll.
» The attacks were well documented, with thousands of violent and
The subsequent war in Gaza has produced gripping images, inclu
children.

» The attacks and ensuing war also tap into long-standing Americal

* The October 7, 2023, Hamas attacks were shocking, involving high num

) music festival, with

n values of combatin

stry of Health, and

nt, spilled over into

pers of casualties,
the hostage situa-

graphic images quickly circulating online.
iding of destroyed buildings and starving

g antisemitism.

VERY » The conict is contextualized by well-known and signi cant historical events, starting with the
creation of the state of Israel in 1948—an event in which the U.S. played

HIGH

» Con icts between Israel and Hamas have persisted throughout th
clashes.

* The current war is thus set against longstanding tensions in the N
understood, among Western audiences.

e 20th and 21st cen

a signi cant role.
uries, with frequent

liddle East that are well known, if not well

e Beginning in 2024 across the U.S., college students staged protests, walkouts, and

Hien encampments, mostly in support for Palestinians. |

encampments at Columbia and UCLA, drawing he
left some students severely injured.

from Rutgers, Northwestern, UCLA, and others to testify

Activists have enacted consumer boycotts targeting Israeli impo
Starbucks and McDonald'’s, for their perceived support of Israel.

n Spring 2024, viole

rts and American co

nce erupted at

avy criticism for police interventions that

Congress held a series of hearings on antisemitism and the campus protests, calling university presidents

mpanies, like

OUTCOMES RELATED TO THE ISRAEL HAMAS WAR MEDIA STORM:

« Politics: The war was a signi cant topic in the 2024 U.S. election, highlighting divisions between and within
political parties. Some analysts believe media attention hurt the chances of Josh Shapiro, the governor of
Pennsylvania and staunch supporter of Israel, from becoming Kamala Harris's VP nominee. Early election
postmortems posit that some voters in Michigan also voted against the Democrats because of the division.

» Protest Responses: Toontrol protest activity, many universities created new, stricter policies regarding

campus access, student conduct, and encampments. Columbia canceled Spring 2024 commencement, while

and electricity to Gaza,

(In the News: 2023—present)

Week of highest news coverag
Number of news articles week
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&pril 15-21, 2023
beforet

Number of news articles that weekd3
Number of news articles during peak month coverag21l3

On April 15, 2023, a civil war broke out between the Sudanese Armed Forces and the Rapid Support Forces in
Sudan. The con ict has devastated Sudan and neighboring countries. As of 2025, this con ict has caused over
150,000 deaths in Sudan. Additionally, over a third of the country's population, 18 million people, face hunger

and starvation following wides
country continues to descend

pread famines, and over 11 million have been displaced within Sudan as the
nto cycles of violence, often along ethnic lines.

* The Sudanese con ict has been deadly and devastating, with the UN calling it “one of the

worst humanitarian nightmares in recent history.” Reports include sexual violence, ED _ﬁ
ethnic killings, and a cholera surge, with over 80% of hospitals out of service. UM -
 Unlike the Israel-Hamas war, there has been low circulation of the relatively scarce video and T
photo evidence from the war. This lack of documentation lowers the shock value and emotional engagement
of the war in the news. >
 This war is occurring in a Narth African country that is culturally less familiar to Americans than Israel and —
Gaza, lowering the perceived newsworthiness of the con ict.

 Previous civil wars in Sudan serve as potential fuel; 200,000 civilians died between 2003 %
and 2005 in what the U.S. Secretary of State called a genocide. LOW

* Yet, while there was con ict in Sudan for decades before this war, the con ict did not make Tn
a lasting impression on the Western media and public. C

» Western audiencedn general lack an understanding of the historical context of the con icts in Sudan. m

—

 This conict has been less controversial in the U.S. than the Israel-Hamas war, making = O
it less of a political priority overall and essentially absent from the 2024 U.S. election. LOW.

» Other governments have been involved in this war; notably,Egypt and Saudi Arabia have @)
assisted the Sudanese Armed Forces, and the UAE has nancially supported the Rapid P
Support Forces. The U.S. government has also been somewhat involved in negotiations, but news coverage <
of these efforts has been minimal. )

e The war has garnered minimal social media activism and protests. m
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OUTCOMES RELATED TO THE ISRAEL HAMAS WAR MEDIA STORM:

USC barred its valedictorian

from speaking.

 University Resignations: In large part as a result of the media coverage surrounding the Congressional
hearings, Harvard University President Claudine Gay and Columbia University President Minouche Sha k

both resigned.

» Boycotts:Boycotts contributed to a nearly $12 billion drop in value for Starbucks in a single month, and
McDonalds likewise experienced a slowdown in sales.



