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Messenia Migrant Boat Disaster
(In the News: 2023)

Titan Submersible Disaster 
(In the News: 2023–2024)

OUTCOMES RELATED TO THE TITAN SUBMERSIBLE MEDIA STORM: 

• The search for the Titan included videos of helicopters scanning the ocean's surface, photos of 
search-and-rescue crews, and eventually, photos of the remains of the Titan. 

• The sinking of the Titanic is a legendary event imprinted on Western minds, making this story more news-
worthy.

Week of highest news coverage: June 20–26, 2023
Number of news articles week before: 6
Number of news articles that week: 231
Number of news articles during peak month coverage: 281

On June 18, 2023, the Titan submersible, a small submarine privately operated by OceanGate, was lost at 
sea during a 5-person mission to observe the remains of the Titanic in the North Atlantic Ocean. A media 
storm erupted almost immediately, as the public became real-time spectators of a suspenseful 
search-and-rescue mission that gave hourly updates. The search cost the U.S. alone $1.2 million. Four days 
later, it was determined that the Titan had imploded, killing all onboard: the CEO, a billionaire, a renowned 
explorer, and a father-son pair. A dual U.S.–Canadian investigation followed, with many questioning the 
safety of such future excursions. 

• Federal Investigation and Hearings: Over a 15-month period, the National Transportation Safety Board 
released several reports, and the U.S. Coast Guard 
called 24 witnesses for a live-streamed public hearing. The Coast Guard's �nal report, released August 5, 
2025, faulted OceanGate for the implosion and outlined 
17 corporate, federal, and international practice and policy recommendations. Results from the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Of�ce investigation are still pending.

• Call for Regulatory Changes: Federal investigations revealed regulatory and compliance concerns, prompt-

• The Titanic's sinking over 100 years prior, and its legacy in Western pop culture, acted as fuel by giving this 
story a recognizable face.

• Audiences were accustomed to narratives about hoped-for rescues of small groups like miners in a 
collapsed mine in Chile in 2010 and a youth soccer team in a cave in Thailand in 2018.

• The small number of passengers aboard the vessel meant that followers of the story could 
learn their names and their personal stories. This increased the heat, as did the fact that all 
the passengers were wealthy and from Europe.

• The limits of where tourists can travel were being stretched prior to the Titan’s disappear-
ance, including director James Cameron’s descent to the deepest point on the ocean �oor in 
2012, and Jeff Bezos’s space trip in 2021.

• Social media was �ooded with content about the missing submersible, with in�uencers following the story 
and reporting to followers both during and 
after the implosion became known.

• Stories arose about prior OceanGate safety concerns, with one former employee alleging being �red for 
raising safety concerns about the submersible.

• The search-and-rescue mission was a dual-nation effort, with the Canadian Coast Guard, the 
U.S. Navy, and the U.S. Coast Guard leading the search.
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Just four days before the Titan submersible failed to resurface, a large �shing boat (the Adriana) capsized 45 
miles off the coast of Greece. Despite its intended capacity of 400 people, the Adriana was carrying an 
estimated 750 Pakistani, Syrian, Egyptian, and Palestinian refugees and migrants, traveling from Libya to 
Italy. It capsized during its voyage, on June 14, 2023, with rescued survivors taken to Messenia, Greece. More 
than 500 people were reported missing and presumed dead, making it one of the most catastrophic crossings 
of the Mediterranean in history.

Week of highest news coverage: July 1-July 7, 2023
Number of news articles week before: 0
Number of news articles that week: 9
Number of news articles during peak month coverage: 14

• This event did not attract much attention outside the news media except to draw some 
criticism on social media for how little news coverage the Adriana tragedy received 
compared to the Titan submersible story.

• Former President Obama highlighted this disparity in the weeks after the Adriana capsized
 when speaking at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation conference in Athens and then later in an interview with 
CNN’s Christiane Amanpour.

• Otherwise, the event received very little attention from U.S. politicians or the public.

• The sheer number of people missing and presumed dead gave this story heat. 

• The heat was compounded by photos of the ship taken right before the disaster, showing 
how crowded the ship was.

• Yet it occurred far from U.S. shores, �lled with non-white refugees from non-Western countries. The 
deceased became a faceless crowd, and thus the public was unable to personalize and relate to their 
stories.
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• Tens of thousands of refugees arrived in Europe in 2023 alone,  angering right-wing parties. 
Mediterranean migrant crossings had already preoccupied European leaders and public 
for years.

• However, the long-standing migration crisis likely led to severe attention fatigue, making the 
capsizing of the Adriana less, rather than more, likely to catch �re in the news because it came on the heels of 
so many similar stories.

• While migrant crossings had been prominent on the political agenda and public consciousness in Europe, its 
complexities made it a hard-to-understand problem, preventing the story from �tting into a clear and larger 
narrative.
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ing calls for reform. As of July 2025, no regulatory action had been taken, but this may change as a result of 
the newly-released Coast Guard’s �ndings and recommendations.

• Lawsuit: The family of one of the passengers, Paul-Henri Nargeolet, �led a $50 million lawsuit against 
OceanGate in August 2024, which is still pending.

• OceanGate: On July 6, 2023, OceanGate announced it had suspended all operations.  As of July 2025, it was 
still non-operational.
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